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Pre-arrival guide 

For exchange students 
 

Congratulations! 

You have been selected for an exchange period at the Royal Conservatoire of Antwerp 

(RCA).  

 

While preparing for your exchange, you might have a lot of questions. With this guide we 

want to answer these questions to help make your preparation as smooth as possible. If you 

read this guide carefully, you will find answers to many of your questions.  

 

We hope that your exchange at AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts Antwerp (the 

umbrella institution of RCA) will be an interesting and exciting experience.  

 

We are looking forward to meeting you soon! 
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1 General information AP (Umbrella institution of RCA) 

1.1 Academic info 

As a University of Applied Sciences and Arts, AP is more than a higher education institution. 

AP is a learning metropolis, an enricher of talent, an amplifier of commitment and an 

expander of students’ world view. By way of enthusiastic teachers, progressive content, 

direct honest orientation and maximum interaction with expertise, AP ensures that all 

students can realise their full potential. 

 

AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts has a unique and diverse range of study 

programmes on offer. Our partnership with the Schools of Arts, wide variety of bachelor & 

associate degrees and custom range for professionals result in an exceptional biotope. 

Everyone gets the chance to follow a bespoke trajectory tailored to their specific interests 

and abilities. At the Schools of Arts we strive towards artistic excellence in an international 

context. Here at AP, students, staff and the professional field carry out education activities 

together.  

 

1.2 Academic system in Belgium 

The Flemish higher education system consists of 18 publicly funded higher education 
institutions: five universities, and 13 small and medium sized university colleges, also known 
as universities of applied sciences (and arts). 
 

➢ Universities are research intensive universities, offering academic bachelor's 
degrees, master's degrees, advanced master's degrees, PhD’s and postgraduate 
certificates.  

➢ Universities of applied sciences (and arts), such as AP, are higher education 
institutions with a strong practice-based focus, offering associate degrees, 
professional bachelor's degrees, advanced bachelor's degrees and postgraduate 
certificates.  

➢ The schools of arts are integrated in the universities of applied sciences and arts but 
offer research intensive programmes like the universities.  

 
All institutions offer higher education according to the principles of the European Higher 
Education Area. Their degree programmes are accredited (i.e. officially recognised) by the 
Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO). 
 

1.3 Grading scale and ECTS 

1.3.1 ECTS credits and workload  

The Flemish Higher Education system is part of the European Higher Education Area, where 
we use the ECTS credit system. ECTS stands for European Credit Transfer System.  
A year of full-time studies at university or university of applied sciences level is generally 
worth 60 ECTS credits and defined as equal to 1,500 - 1,800 hours of study work. This 
means 1 ECTS is equal to between 25 to 30 hours. 

 

At AP, 60 credits also represent the workload of one year’s study or 30 credits for one full 

semester. Credits are awarded only when the course has been completed and all required 

examinations have been successfully taken. 
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1.3.2 Grading system 

AP uses a grading system of 0-20 points. 10 to 20 are the passing marks, 0 to 9 are failing 

marks. 

 

1.3.3 Grade conversion 

Grade conversion in ECTS is the translation of a grade obtained abroad (host grade) to the 

local grading scale of the student (home grade).  

ECTS grade conversion is mainly done in the context of student mobility such as in 

Erasmus+. It is always the responsibility of the home university to transfer grades obtained 

abroad to the final home grades mentioned on the Transcript of Records (TOR).  

 

AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts uses EGRACONS. The Egracons tool is an 

online Grade Conversion Tool that enables higher enables higher education institutions to 

objectively convert grades received by the exchange students abroad. Partner institutions 

are warmly recommended to join the tool Egracons. 

 

1.3.4 ECTS grading scale 

AP Grading Scale compared to the ECTS scale: 

 
AP ECTS grade 

17-18-19-20 Greatest distinction (EXCELLENT) 

15-16 Great distinction (VERY GOOD) 

13-14 Distinction (GOOD) 

10-11-12 Sufficient (SUFFICIENT) 

<10 Failed (FAIL)  

 

➢ PASS: You have obtained a 'pass' grade for a course which was not evaluated on a 0 to 

20 scale. 

➢ FAIL: You have obtained a 'fail' grade for a course which was not evaluated on a 0 to 20 

scale. 

 

EGRACONS grade conversion system (valid for exchanges as from 2025-2026) 

 

Egracons Grading table of the university for all ART programmes  

(Royal Conservatory and Royal Academy) (reference period: 19/20 until 22/23) 

Grades used (from 

lowest to highest 

passing grade) 

Number of 

passing grades 

awarded 

Percentage of each 

grade with respect to 

the total passing 

grades awarded 

Cumulative percentage 

of passing grades 

awarded 

10 1398 5,02% 100% 

11 1522 5,47% 94,98% 

12 2565 9,21% 89,51% 

http://egracons.eu/
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Grades used (from 

lowest to highest 

passing grade) 

Number of 

passing grades 

awarded 

Percentage of each 

grade with respect to 

the total passing 

grades awarded 

Cumulative percentage 

of passing grades 

awarded 

13 3363 12,08% 80,30% 

14 4895 17,58% 68,22% 

15 5159 18,53% 50,63% 

16 4727 16,98% 32,10% 

17 2396 8,61% 15,12% 

18 1386 4,98% 6,52% 

19 318 1,14% 1,54% 

20 110 0,40% 0,40% 

Total 27839 100%   

  

You can find the grading tables per study programme on Egracons 

-  https://tool.egracons.eu/. 

 

 

1.4 Language 

1.4.1 Language of instruction 

Our programmes for exchange students are organised in English. Level B2 (minimum) 

is highly recommended for all English exchange programmes.  

 

We recommend incoming students to master the English language sufficiently before the 

exchange to participate actively during courses. If a student's proficiency in English does not 

allow active participation, there is a high risk of failing assignments and examinations. This is 

entirely the responsibility of the student and the sending institution. 

 

1.4.2 Language courses 

Students interested in learning some basic Dutch can participate (for free) in our welcome 

week. During a basic Dutch Course of 15 hours, you will learn to speak some first words and 

sentences. This can help you to feel more integrated in school and also in the city during 

your exchange.   

Want to learn more? Students can take English or Dutch (or other) language lessons at their 

own expense in the language center of the University of Antwerp (Linguapolis). Applications 

and fees are to be arranged directly with Linguapolis. 

 

  

https://tool.egracons.eu/
https://www.uantwerpen.be/en/centres/linguapolis/
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1.5 ICT and Laptop 

You will receive your personal login by e-mail before the semester starts.  

 

These login details will grant you access to a number of digital tools: 

- E-campus 

- AP e-mail 

- Wifi  

- Student intranet 

- Digitap  

- iBamaflex 

 

Digitap and iBamaflex are the student information systems where you can consult your study 

programme, grades, class schedule etc. as soon as you arrive in Antwerp.  

 

You will receive more information on how to access and use these tools during the welcome 

day. You will also receive your personal course schedule during the welcome day.  

 

At AP we have a Bring your Own Device Policy. This means you must provide your own 

laptop. Computers are no longer available on campus for individual study and internet use. 

So you will need your own laptop with Internet access in all courses. This is a necessary 

tool to smoothly complete your studies. through your studies. You will bring your charged 

laptop to classes and exams. All specifications can be found on this web page or on the 

intranet. 

 

Are you temporarily not in possession of a laptop due to circumstances beyond your 

control, or is your laptop broken? Provided you have valid proof, you can apply to borrow 

a laptop from the Student Center for a pre-agreed period. Exchange students can only 

borrow a laptop in exceptional circumstances. The number of available devices that can be 

lent out is limited.  

 

 

1.6 Education and exams 

The Education and Examination Regulations lay down the rules relating to education, 

examinations and the student’s legal status at AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts, 

and can be found on our website and intranet.  

 

They provide information on admission requirements for studies, enrolment, various types of 

study contracts, exemption applications, taking part in examinations, conditions to pass a 

study, the academic calendar, etc. 

 

 

  

https://aphogeschool.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portal/11/user/login?destination=portal%2F11%2Farticle%2F391807200
https://www.ap.be/en/regulations
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2 Pre-arrival: what to do? 

2.1 Checklist: 

□ Learning agreement  

Make sure to send us your 

(preferably digital) learning 

agreement.  

 

□ Cost estimation 

calculate your required budget 

 

□ Housing 

look for a room in Antwerp (use our 

guidelines) 

 

□ Welcome week 

Join our welcome week  

 

□ Webregistration  

you will be invited by e-mail to 

register in our student 

administration system 

 

□ Visa + Proof of solvency 
check if you need to apply for a 

visa and the blocked account 

procedure, and apply IN TIME (if 

required) 

 

 

□ Residence permit 

gather the required documents and 

start your application 

 

□ Health care and insurances  

Make sure to check if you are 

properly insured  

 

□ Open a Belgian bank account, if 

required  

More info here. Questions: contact 

studentadministration@ap.be (put 

FS in your subject)  

 

 

 

 

We will organise online information sessions via Teams on following topics: 

- Housing: in May (sem1) and in November (sem2) 

- Residence permit, proof of solvency, opening bank account and health insurance: in 

May/June (sem1) and in November (sem2).  

 

You will receive more information by mail later.  

  

https://www.ap.be/sites/default/files/Verblijfvergunning/8-bank-account.pdf
mailto:studentadministration@ap.be
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2.2 Learning agreement 

Please prepare your (Digital) Learning Agreement. The learning agreement will set out the 

programme of study you want to follow at AP.  

Please check our website to find your course list and course descriptions for your study 

programme at AP.  

 

AP is ready to receive Digital Learning agreements (DLA). The DLA needs to be initiated at 

your home university, so please follow the instructions from your home institution. Once the 

DLA has been signed by yourself and your home institution, it will automatically come 

through in our system Mobility Online. We will link it to your application so our coordinator 

can check and sign it for you. You will get an automated e-mail once this is done.  

 

If your institution does not yet support digital LA’s, please contact incomingstudents@ap.be 

so we can allow you to upload a PDF-version.  

PDF LA’s are only allowed in exceptional cases:  

• in case the home institution does not yet use Erasmus without Papers (EWP)  - OR  

• in case the home institution is EWP proof but unable to deliver a digital LA due to 

technical issues 

You will need to upload the PDF (signed by yourself and your coordinator at home) in your 

workflow in mobility online, after the upload step has been released for you.  

 

If you have an internal deadline at your home institution, make sure to draw it up in time. Our 

coordinators, who are responsible for signing, might be on summer leave as from July.  

 

Courses: 

 

Students who come study for a complete academic year are free to select from all regular 

courses as long as there are available spots in these classes. You find them on our website: 

ap-art.be (select your programme at the left top, next click the yellow “programme”  button). 

 

Please use the exact names of the courses! 

 

For Music students level 3 of instruments is not allowed (because this is a public exam), you 

need to select level 2. Please use the exact names of the courses and specify your 

instrument. You are also free to select from our list of optional courses you find here: 

https://www.ap-arts.be/en/node/3943 also here of course, if there are available spots in these 

classes. 

 

Students who come for one semester can take about half of the credits of the regular 

courses but half credits are not allowed. For music students we have specific one-semester 

programmes you find here:  

https://www.ap-arts.be/en/education/music/register#Exchange%20students  

https://www.ap.be/en/international/programmes
mailto:incomingstudents@ap.be
https://www.ap-arts.be/en/node/3943
https://www.ap-arts.be/en/education/music/register#Exchange%20students
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2.3 Cost estimation 

The cost of living depends on various factors.  

To have an idea of your expenses, we advise students to draw up a cost estimation 

beforehand. Here are some indications which will allow you to calculate your own budget.  

ESTIMATED COST OF LIVING IN ANTWERP 

• Room: +/- €454/month 

• Utilities (water, electricity, internet, 
fire insurance): €40-80 

• Registration residence permit: €25,10 

• Bike rental: €90/year 

• Living costs: €400-500/month 

• Rent deposit: €900 (max 2 months’ 
rent)  

• Study materials: €100/semester 
(varies depending on study 

programme) 

 

2.4 Housing 

We advise all students staying in Belgium for a full semester to look for student 
accommodation at Kotweb.  

Kotweb is a collaboration between the city of Antwerp, the higher education institutions in 
Antwerp and STAN, Antwerp's student portaI. It offers the largest database of student 
accommodation in Antwerp. 

 
Unfortunately it is not always easy to find a room in Antwerp. Since a couple of years we are 
experiencing a shortage of student accommodation in Antwerp and prices are increasing. 
This makes it harder to find a room, especially for Erasmus students. They usually come to 
Antwerp for one semester only and most landlords prefer to let rooms to students for a whole 
academic year.  
 

The average monthly rental price (costs not included) on Kotweb is: 

• € 454 for a room  

• € 570 for a studio (room with private bathroom and kitchenette) 

• € 803 for an apartment  

Expect to pay between € 40 and € 80 per month on top of this for gas, electricity, water and 

internet.  
 
To help you find a suitable room, we have created an info document with tips and tricks 
where and how to search. You will find all detailed information in this separate PDF, which 
you will receive from us by e-mail.   

 

Our international office and student services will also organize an online information 

session (via Teams) to help you with your search. You will receive a save the date and 

invitation later by e-mail.  

https://www.studentkotweb.be/en
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2.5 Welcome Week AP 

Exchange students who come to AP for a study exchange or traineeship will have the 
opportunity to learn more about the Dutch language and Antwerp culture, with the aim of 
preparing for their Erasmus mobility period. 
 
During the 4 days before the start of the semester (and before the introduction week of 
RCA), a Dutch Basic Language course (15 hours) will be organized in combination with 
fun activities in Antwerp. This welcome week is highly recommended for all international 
students as it will facilitate your integration during your exchange period. 

There is a contribution of maximum €40.00 for the activities. The Dutch course is for free.  

We will organize an AP welcome day at the end of the week. During this day, you will 
receive a lot of practical information. 

 

Autumn 
semester:       

Welcome Week AP (optional: Dutch + activities) To be confirmed 
Monday 14th September - Thursday 17th September 2026 

Welcome Day AP  
Friday 18th September 2026  

Spring 
semester: 

Welcome Week (optional: Dutch + activities) To be confirmed 
Monday 8th February - Thursday 11th February 2027 

Welcome day (mandatory) 
Friday 12th February 2027 (mandatory) 

 

  



13 
 

2.6 Introduction Week RCA: 21-27 September 2025 

Exchange students for a study exchange or traineeship during the first semester or for a 
complete academic year will have the opportunity to join our specific RCA introduction week. 
 
During this week we organize specific info sessions for your instrument/section and 
interdisciplinary artistic workshops. Don’t miss it! This week gives you a lot of essential 
information and will allow you to integrate immediately with other new students and…. It is 
fun! 
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2.7 Webregistration 

 
 
Before you leave, you need to register online in our student administration 
system BaMaFlex. 
 
You will receive an invitation by e-mail from our student administration office with a link to 
complete your webregistration.  
 
This will allow you to get your hands on your student card and to make sure that you have 
access to our campuses and online courses and ict-platforms. 
 

 

2.8 Visa 

2.8.1 Who needs a visa? 

 

NO: If you are a national of a European Economic Area country (EU + Norway, Iceland 

and Liechtenstein) or from Switzerland you may travel to Belgium with an international 

passport or identity card. You do not need to apply for a visa. 

You only need to bring: 

• A valid international passport or identity card. 

• A European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) that proves you are affiliated with a health 

insurance provider in your home country. 

On arrival, you will have to register for a declaration of presence or a residence permit (next 

chapter). 

 

NO: If you have dual citizenship (non-EEA and EEA) you can travel to Belgium and apply 

for a residence permit with the European passport on the condition that you are residing in 

an EEA country.  

 

YES: when planning to stay in Belgium for more than 90 days all students with a Non-EEA 

nationality need to apply for a long-term visa (visa type D) before leaving for Belgium. Check 

out all the information on visa formalities and applications. 

 

YES: Having a European Union residence permit from another EEA country is not 

sufficient to register in Belgium. If you travel to Belgium with only a residence permit from 

another European country, you will have to present the same documents to the immigration 

office as for a visa application and the procedure will take much longer. 
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YES: If you have dual citizenship (non-EEA and EEA) and you are residing in a non-EEA 

country, we recommend you to apply for a visa since the issuance of a residence permit will 

automatically be delayed considerably if you cannot present the European health insurance 

card or blue card, which is a requirement for all EEA nationals to stay in Belgium. If you apply 

for a visa, you will be able to settle this in advance. 

 

All students that need a visa (indicate YES in your application form) will be able to download 

an invitation letter (model of the standard from Immigration office) in Mobility Online once 

their application has been approved. 

 

2.8.2 Where to apply? 

You need to apply at the Belgian embassy or consulate in your current country of residence 

before leaving for Belgium. Find out at which embassy or consulate you should start your 

visa application on the website of Foreign Affairs or on the website of the Immigration 

Office (in English, Dutch or French). 

 

!!! For some countries, approval by the Belgian authorities can take up to three months or 

longer. Make sure you start the visa application procedure well in advance! We urge you not 

to come on a tourist visa alone. 

 

2.8.3 Required documents  

Since this list is subject to change, please consult it on the website of Foreign Affairs.  

 

2.8.4 Proof of solvability 

When applying for a student visa type D, students also need to prove that they have 

sufficient financial means to cover their living expenses and healthcare (min 1.062 euros 

net/month for 2026-2027). 

 

This proof is preferably provided by one of the following methods: 

 

• a certificate drawn up [in accordance with a Royal Decree] either by an international 

organisation or a national government, or by a community, region, province or 

municipality, or by an institution of higher education, to the effect that the third-country 

national is receiving or will soon receive a scholarship or a loan; 

• a commitment to a formal obligation in accordance with annex 32 to the Royal Decree 

of 8 October 1981; 

• any other proof of sufficient means of subsistence – for example, a certificate drawn 

up by the institution of higher education specifying that the third-country national has 

deposited a sum covering the costs of their stay in Belgium in a frozen account 

managed by the institution → Blocked account procedure (Proof of Solvency).  

This procedure is recommended for self-supporting students. 

 

If you choose the blocked account procedure, please contact our student center via 

studentadministration@ap.be (put (FS) in the subject of your mail) to start up the procedure. 

Make sure to do this well in time, and minimum 3 weeks before your visa appointment, as the 

https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/embassies-and-consulates
https://dofi.ibz.be/nl/themes/third-country-nationals/studies
https://dofi.ibz.be/nl/themes/third-country-nationals/studies
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/initial-authorisation-stay-application-visa-d-authorisation
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/third-country-nationals/study/initial-authorisation-stay-application-visa-d-authorisation
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/ressortissants-dun-pays-tiers/etudes/favoris/sufficient-means-subsistence
https://dofi.ibz.be/node/367
mailto:studentadministration@ap.be
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whole procedure takes quite some time. You will need to pay the full sum of €1062 (amount 

for 26-27) x 6 (for semester students) on AP’s bank account, and the funds will be 

transferred back in monthly instalments to the students bank account, opened after arrival. 

This procedure is not combinable with the 2 other methods.  

 

 

2.8.5 Contribution for visa long stay 

Non-EU nationals have to pay a contribution to cover the administrative costs of processing a 

long-stay visa application for Belgium by the Immigration Office. When submitting the visa 

application, the applicant must demonstrate that the contribution has been paid in full. 

 

The exact amount and payment method can be found on the website of the Immigration 

Office. International students with a scholarship issued by AP might be exempted from 

paying this contribution fee. Proof is required when applying for a visa, and will be supplied 

by AP 

 

 

2.9 Residence permit 

International students who are staying in Belgium for more than three months, have to apply 
for a residence permit, or make a declaration of presence, depending on your home 
country/nationality. If you don’t live in Antwerp during your exchange, you have to contact the 
local offices yourself. 

For students who live in Antwerp or the districts of Antwerp, there is a cooperation between 
AP and the Immigration office of Antwerp. Our student administration office will help you with 
your application/declaration. Do not make an appointment yourself.   

You have to follow one of the four procedures. Check which procedure applies to your 
personal situation: 

• Students form a neighboring country (France, Germany, the Netherlands, 

Luxembourg)  

• Students from a EU/EEA country 

• Students from a non-EU/non-EEA country  

• Stay of 1 semester for EU/EEA countries (this is only a registration in Belgium and 
not a registration residence permit)  

• Stay of 1 semester for non-EU/non-EEA country student studying in a EU/EEA 
country with a temporary residence permit in a EU/EEA country (start this procedure 
in time!) (this is only a registration in Belgium not a registration residence permit) 

You can find the detailed procedures and required documents here on our website.  

Submit the required documents to the Student Center through mobility online.  
You can already do this before arrival, as soon as you have your student number 
(sxxxx)/password. You will also receive an invitation from our student admin services. 
Pay attention, this is a separate login and workflow. You cannot apply in your original 
exchange application in Mobility Online.   

https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/faq/fee
https://dofi.ibz.be/en/themes/faq/fee
https://www.ap.be/en/residence-permit
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Our student administration office will also organize an online information session (via 

Teams) to explain the procedures and reply to your questions. You will receive an invitation 

later by e-mail.  

 

 

2.10 Health care and Insurance 

 

2.10.1 Accident and third party liability insurance  

Incoming exchange students should be insured by their home university for accident and 
third party liability insurance as they are still registered as a student in their home university.  
This insurance should be valid during educational and recreational activities in university 
buildings, during transfers to and from the university and during excursions approved by the 
university.  
If not the case, then students should make sure to insure themselves for all possible risks.  
 

2.10.2 Fire Insurance  

If you rent a property, you are responsible for damage caused by fire, water or explosion, 
except in circumstances beyond your control. You should take out insurance to cover these 
risks.  
Whether you should take out an individual policy or whether these risks are insured by the 
policy of the landlord depends on what has been agreed upon in the rental agreement.  
See separate pdf on Housing for more information. 
 
 

2.10.3 Health Insurance  

Before leaving for Antwerp, students should report to their insurance company and carefully 
examine whether or not their health insurance covers all medical costs for the entire period of 
stay in Belgium. If that is not the case, they can choose to take up insurance with a local 
health insurance provider in Antwerp upon their arrival.  
 
More information on this website   
 
EEA Citizens  
 
If you are a citizen of the EEA or Switzerland you remain covered through your national 
health care system during your period of study on the condition that you have a European 
Insurance Card (EHIC). You have to apply for the EHIC Card at the health insurance 
institution in your country of origin. You are entitled to health services in accordance with the 
Belgian health insurance legislation.  
If you see a doctor or a specialist you will receive a receipt or 'getuigschrift voor verstrekte 
hulp'. Take this receipt and your European Health Insurance Card to any of the health 
insurance providers listed below and they will reimburse you for the costs.  
 
Important to know  
In case you transfer your residence to Belgium, you will become subject to the Belgian social 
security legislation. With regard to health care, you will consequently no longer be entitled to 
health care at the expense of the health insurance of the country of origin. You should 

http://www.belgium.be/en/health/european_health_insurance_card
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contact a Belgian health insurance institution which is competent for all matters related to the 
health insurance.  
 
Non-EEA Citizens  
 
If you are a non-EEA national and you come to Belgium to study then you need to be 
registered in the Belgian Registry of Foreign Nationals (residence permit) and Belgian health 
insurance is mandatory. You will also be required to pay a contribution. Depending on your 
personal situation you have two options:  

• Insurance registration as a ‘student’: this option is mainly designed for students who 
will be studying in Belgium for a short period of time. You need to obtain a certificate 
from your institution which states that you have enrolled in a programme.  

• Insurance registration as a ‘resident in Belgium': most students can register as a 
resident. Condition: you need to have a (temporary) Belgian foreigner's card.  

 
Applying for health insurance 
 

• Christelijke Mutualiteit (CM)  

Registration form: International student registration 

You will receive an e-mail with further information to complete your application.  

• Solidaris Registration form:  

Contact us & apply for health insurance in Belgium – Socialistische Mutualiteiten (solidaris-

vlaanderen.be)  

You will receive an e-mail with further information to complete your application.  

 

• Helan: Foreign student in Belgium? | Partenamut Mutualité Libre en Belgique  

 

• Liberale Mutualiteit: Welkom bij LM-ziekenfonds! | Liberale Mutualiteit (in Dutch and 

French only) 

 

• Vlaamse en Neutraal Ziekenfonds: Vlaams & Neutraal Ziekenfonds | VNZ (in Dutch 

only) 

 

• HZIV CAAMI-HZIV | Agency for health and disability insurance 

 
 

  

https://campaigns.cm.be/international-students
https://www.solidaris-vlaanderen.be/aanvraag-lid-worden#no-back
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthinsurance.be%2Fen%2Fexpat%2Fstudent&data=05%7C02%7Cannelies.verstraeten%40ap.be%7C3fbbd8d7dc13428f658508de6a1d558f%7C33d8cf3c2f1448c09ad65d2825533673%7C1%7C0%7C639064871371867539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Amg0UZDKNgVae8STUrvR6vR9yCXewBDyPMWB7T%2F%2BfZw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lm-ml.be%2Fnl&data=05%7C02%7Cannelies.verstraeten%40ap.be%7C3fbbd8d7dc13428f658508de6a1d558f%7C33d8cf3c2f1448c09ad65d2825533673%7C1%7C0%7C639064871371889655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QwRjjz37RDAU%2FfLTfaQPk7otg%2FN65rItJ415Mw7py%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vnz.be%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cannelies.verstraeten%40ap.be%7C3fbbd8d7dc13428f658508de6a1d558f%7C33d8cf3c2f1448c09ad65d2825533673%7C1%7C0%7C639064871371908559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pLuMSyYQYxWjzsHteW3kI0RnptbmlK445CrOpW9DG98%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caami-hziv.fgov.be%2Fen%2Fmembers%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cannelies.verstraeten%40ap.be%7C3fbbd8d7dc13428f658508de6a1d558f%7C33d8cf3c2f1448c09ad65d2825533673%7C1%7C0%7C639064871371928697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oVgHcs%2F4A2af5AFRsrux9lCiOBHLd%2BsVvcVbYB28u%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
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3 Academic calendar + Holidays 

 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

1ST SEMESTER (AUTUMN SEMESTER) 

Welcome Week AP Monday 14th September - Thursday 17th September 2026 

(to be confirmed) 

Welcome day AP Friday, 18th September 2026 

Start of programme / 

RCA introduction week 

Monday, 21st September 2026 

Official end date Friday, 5th February 2027* 

 

2ND SEMESTER (SPRING SEMESTER) 

Welcome Week AP Monday 8th February 2027 - Thursday 11th February 2027 

(to be confirmed) 

Welcome day AP Friday, 12th February 2027 

Start of programme Monday, 15th February 2027 

Official end date Tuesday, 29th June 2027* 

*This is the general academic calendar. The actual end date of your exchange will depend on your study 

programme and your personal schedule. This will be informed after arrival. 

HOLIDAYS 

1ST SEMESTER (AUTUMN SEMESTER) 

Autumn Break: Monday 2nd November 2026 – Sunday 8th November 2026 (1 week) 

Winter Break: 21st December 2026 – Sunday 3rd January 2027 (2 weeks) 

Other free days: 11th November 2026 

 

2ND SEMESTER (SPRING SEMESTER) 

Carnival Break: Monday 8th February – Sunday 14th February 2027 (1 week) 

Easter Holiday: Monday 29th March – Sunday 11th April 2027 (2 weeks) 

Ascension: 6th – 7th May 2027 

Other days off: 17th May 2027  
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4 Travel & transport 

4.1 Travel to Antwerp 

 

From Brussels International Airport (Zaventem) 

The airport is located about 45 kilometres from the centre of Antwerp. 

 

• By bus 

The most convenient way to reach Antwerp is by taking the Brussels Airport Express Bus, a 

direct coach service from the airport to the centre of Antwerp (Antwerp Central Station).  

https://airportexpress.be/?lang=en 

 

• By train 

Antwerp Central Station is situated in the heart of the city, at about a 15 minute walk from 

most of the campuses. The Brussels Airport station is situated directly beneath the airport 

terminal. When travelling to the airport, you need your ticket to enter the airport.    

https://www.belgiantrain.be/en 

 

From Charleroi (Brussels South) Airport 

If you arrive at Charleroi airport, known as Brussels South Airport, on arrival you can buy a 

public transport ticket to Antwerp, which takes approximately 1.5 hour. 

https://www.brussels-charleroi-airport.com/en 

 

4.2 Transport in Antwerp 

 

All our campuses are located in the heart of the city and are easily accessible on foot, by 

bike or with public transport.  

 

• Bus, tram and metro stops are available throughout the city.  

 

De Lijn: www.delijn.be  

 

• Trains stop in the iconic Central Station, which is worth a visit even if you don’t take 

the train.  

 

• A bicycle or scooter is a quick and eco-friendly way to get around the city. There are 

many sharing systems to choose from, but Velo is Antwerp’s most widely used. You’ll 

find these red bikes near every campus. You can also rent a bike for one semester 

(e.g Swapfiets). You will get more information during the welcome day.   

  

https://airportexpress.be/?lang=en
https://www.belgiantrain.be/en
https://www.brussels-charleroi-airport.com/en
http://www.delijn.be/
https://www.velo-antwerpen.be/en
https://swapfiets.be/en-be/antwerp
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5 Campuses 

AP University of Applied Sciences and Arts is constantly innovating. All our campuses are 

equipped with state-of-the-art training rooms where our students can perfect their skills and 

get a real taste of their future working environment. 

 

Check your exchange programme on our website (tab timing and location) to see in which 

AP campus you will be studying.  

 

 

https://www.ap.be/en/international/programmes
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CAMPUS KRONENBURG 

Kronenburgstraat 47, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 220 55 80 

 

CAMPUS LANGE NIEUWSTRAAT 

Lange Nieuwstraat 101, 2000 Antwerpen 

+32 3 220 54 00 

 

CAMPUS MEISTRAAT 

Meistraat 5, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 220 57 97 

 

CAMPUS SPOOR NOORD - 

ELLERMANSTRAAT 

Ellermanstraat 33, 2060 Antwerp 

+32 3 220 33 00 

 

CAMPUS SPOOR NOORD - 

LICHTTOREN 

STUDENT SERVICE CENTER & 

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 

Ellermanstraat 81, 2060 Antwerp 

+32 3 220 59 00 

stuvo@ap.be 

international@ap.be 

 

CAMPUS SPOOR NOORD - 

NOORDERPLAATS 

Noorderplaats 2, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 220 54 70 

 

CAMPUS SPOOR NOORD - VIADUCT 

Ellermanstraat 71, 2060 Antwerp 

 

CAMPUS HALLEN 

Slachthuislaan 70, 2060 Antwerpen  

 

CAMPUS DODOENS (MECHELEN) 

Leopoldstraat 42, 2800 Mechelen 

+32 3 220 34 00 

 

CAMPUS BLAIRON (TURNHOUT) 

Steenweg op Gierle (Campus Blairon C2) 

100, 2300 Turnhout 

+32 3 220 35 40

SCHOOLS OF ARTS 

 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS 

ANTWERP 

 

CAMPUS KEIZERSTRAAT 

Keizerstraat 14,, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 213 71 00 

academie@ap.be 

 

CAMPUS MUTSAARD 

Mutsaardstraat 31, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 213 71 00 

academie@ap.be 

 

CAMPUS NATIONALESTRAAT 

Nationalestraat 28, 2000 Antwerp 

+32 3 213 71 00 

academie@ap.be 

 

ROYAL CONSERVATOIRE ANTWERP 

 

CAMPUS DE SINGEL 

Desguinlei 25, 2018 Antwerp 

+32 3 244 18 00 

conservatorium@ap.be

mailto:international@ap.be
mailto:conservatorium@ap.be
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6 Contact 

 
INCOMING STUDENT MOBILITY 

Annelies Verstraeten 

+32 3 220 57 35 

incomingstudents@ap.be 

 

HOUSING 

studenthousing@ap.be  

 

STUDENT ADMINISTRATION  

Proof of Solvency / Residence permit  

studentadministration@ap.be  (put FS in your subject)  

 

Coordinators per department/school of arts: https://www.ap.be/en/international/contact  

 

International mobilities Royal Conservatoire Antwerp 

Charlotte Saelemakers 

+32 499 42 60 65 

charlotte.saelemakers@ap.be 

mailto:incomingstudents@ap.be
mailto:studenthousing@ap.be
mailto:studentadministration@ap.be
https://www.ap.be/en/international/contact

